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grounds of hygiene—but surely for their own coffee the
tribal mothers still hull the berries in the time-honoured
manner.
Fully developed coffee-berries are normally about the
size of a small damson. Inside the red skin of the ripe
berries are two kernels or beans, packed in jelly-like sub-
stance. In the good old days, after the coffee was picked the
popinees took their baskets of freshly-picked berries and
squatted on their haunches round the coffee-drying stand.
A handful o^ berries would be put in the mouth, a quick snap
of the strong white teeth would crack the skin, and with a
dexterity born of long practice, the two kernels spat out
from one side of the mouth on to the drying stand, and
the wrinkled skin spat out the other side. The men-folk
could be assured at least in this operation that their women
didn't waste their time gossiping.
After "the whole crop had passed through the mouths of
the popinees—pipes of course had to be discarded during the
coffee-hulling period—the expectorated beans were spread
out on the ground to dry. Now the administration has
provided concrete floors which not only hasten up the drying
period but keep the beans out of contact with mud and
worse. Every now and again, the beans are turned over with
long rakes to make sure they dry evenly.
Incidentally, the Melanesians would be shocked at the
way we prepare our coffee. They believe in roasting just
enough beans for one day's use, so that their coffee is
always fresh. I have never tasted better coffee than New
Caledonian Arabica, fresh roasted and ground, and served
with the thick cream squeezed from freshly-shredded coconut
flesh.
The missionaries showed good judgment in selecting land
in the Houailou area. The place seems fairly bursting with
fertility, with giant taro, yams, sugar cane, bean fields, the
extensive coffee plantation^ and coconut palms that look as
if their tops must break ofif under the weight of the close-
packed clusters of nuts. Leaving this garden centre we
continued on to Ponerihouen with a broad river on our

